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EDITORIALS 


Illinois people elected to office at 
the recent American Library Asso- 
ciation Conference in Toronto, were 
as follows: Carl B. Roden, president 
of the association; Harry A. Wheeler, 
trustee of the endowment fund; Miss 
Louise B. Krause, trustee of the 
executive fund, all of Chicago, and 
William N. Jannenga, chairman of 
the trustee’s section, of Cicero. The 
Cicero Publie Library was represent- 
ed at the conference by three trus- 
tees and the librarian. 


The A.L.A. membership now totals 
10,151. In the count by states New 
York leads with a total of 1,424. 
Illinois comes second with 768 ; Mass- 
achusetts, 728; Pennsylvania, 633; 
California, 567. Illinois is first in 
the new membership drive since Jan- 
uary Ist, leading with 150 new mem- 
bers. 


The summer auto tour of the Art 
Extension Committee occurred July 
7-12. This informal organization has 


as its chief officers, Dr. Hieronymus, 
Community Adviser of the Univer- 
sity of Illinois, and Lorado Taft, Illi- 


nois’ famous sculptor. All men and 
women who love art and the beauti- 
ful spots in Illinois, and who wish 
to share in extending these beautiful 
places, are gladly welcomed as mem- 
bers. 


150 people made the trip which in- 
eluded Starved Rock and Deer Park; 
The Swaney Consolidated School, 
one of the best open country schools; 
the Hopkins Township High School 
at Granville, which is a fine example 
of beautiful building and grounds. 
The party continued up the Rock 
River Valley, stopping at Dixon, 
Grand de Tour, Oregon, Byron and 
Rockford. From Oregon a visit was 
made to Sinnissippi Farm, where 
they were greeted by Mr. and Mrs. 
Lowden. At Byron the tourists were 
entertained at the home of Mrs. 
Medil McCormick. From Rockford 
they motored up to Galena and Ap- 
ple River Canyon. A short run into 
Wisconsin brought them to Lake 


Geneva and the Yerkes Observatory. 
The return trip was made down 
through Elgin and the Fox River 
Valley. Stops were made at the state 
schools at Geneva and St. Charles. 
At St. Charles the entire party was 
entertained in the beautiful new 
Community House, the gift of Mrs. 
E. J. Baker to the village. 

As in former years there was a 


daily program of speeches and ad- 
dresses. Many of the speakers were 
members of the party, chief among 
whom was Lorado Taft, who made 
many interesting talks on the beau- 
ties and attractions of the places 
visited. 

These motor trips which have been 
made from time to time under the 
leadership of Dr. Hieronymus and 
Mr. Taft have done much to create 
an interest in all parts of the state, 
to make known not only the natural 
beauties of Illinois, but also the prog- 
ress that has been made in schools, 
libraries, art centers, and other com- 
munity enterprises. They are unit- 
ing the people from all parts of the 
state in a common project to make 
Illinois a more beautiful state—the 
a so dear to the heart of Lorado 
Taft. 


A new Lincoln statue was unveil- 
ed and dedicated at Urbana, July 3, 
1927. 


The statue is the work of Lorado 
Taft and shows Lincoln, not with the 
head bowed with the weight of war 
and nation, but with the straight 
figure, erect head, straight forward 
look of the young man. The sculptor 
says he has had this phase of the 
younger Lincoln in mind for many 
years. 

The statue is the generous bequest 
of Judge and Mrs. J. O. Cunning- 
ham, personal friends of Abraham 
Lincoln, to the Urbana Park District. 
It has been placed in front of the Ur- 
bana Lincoln Hotel, which has been 
built on the site of the old Kerr 
Tavern, where Lincoln was a fre- 
quent guest. 
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STATE MEETING 


The Illinois Library Association 
will meet in Joliet, October 27-29, 
with headquarters at the new Hotel 
Louis Joliet, close to the public li- 
brary. Rooms may be obtained at 
reasonable rates. The lecture rooms 
of the public library and the new 
Chamber of Commerce building offer 
excellent space for general and sec- 
tional meetings and special exhibits. 


A cordial welcome to the Joliet 
conference is extended by the entire 
Joliet Public Library Board, by Li- 
brarian Mrs. Rena K. Barickman 
and her staff, and by other librarians 
in Joliet. Good programs, interest- 
ing discussions and instructive ex- 
hibits are being planned, with special 
emphasis on book values. Mr. Carl 
B. Roden, Librarian of the Chicago 
Public Library, and newly elected 
President of the American Library 
Association, has promised to attend 
this meeting on his return from the 
British Library Association Confer- 
ence at Edinburgh, and to give one 
of his always enjoyed talks on books 


and libraries. It is hoped that im- 
pressions of the Edinburgh confer- 
ence may be given by other Illinois 
librarians in the A. L. A. foreign 
travel party. A special address by 
someone of literary prominence out- 
side the library field is also under 
consideration. 


The Executive Board of the Asso- 
ciation for 1927 is as follows: Pres- 
ident, Harriet M. Skogh, Illinois 
State Library, Springfield; First 
Vice-President, Julia M. Fink, Pub- 
lic Library, Aurora; Second Vice- 
President, Oscar E. Norman, Peo- 
ple’s Gas, Light and Coke Company 
Library, Chicago; Secretary, Mrs. A. 
W. Errett, Jr., Trustee, Public Li- 
brary, Kewanee; Treasurer, Mildred 
Towers, Public Library, Chicago; 
Ex-President George B. Utley, New- 
berry Library, Chicago; and Super- 
intendent of the Library Extension 
Division, Anna May Price, Illinois 
State Library, Springfield. 


—Harriet M. Skogh. 


LIBRARY LEGISLATION 


The [Illinois Library Association 
bill (Senate bill 244) was vetoed by 
Governor Small. 

The bill provided for an increase 
in the library tax rate from 1.8 mills 


to 2.5 mills. It also added a clause 
which permitted two or more vil- 
lages, towns and townships to unite 
in a common library, or to contract 
with an existing city library. 

The bill was written by the Legis- 
lative committee of the Illinois Li- 
brary Association, with Mr. Spencer 
Ewing, President of the Bloomington 
public library board, as chairman. 
It received the unanimous endorse- 
ment of the Library Association 
through the executive board. 

It was actively supported by the 
librarians and trustees of more than 
30 libraries. It was only by the con- 
certed persistent effort of these li- 
brarians, trustees, legislative com- 
mittee, and the officers of the asso- 


ciation, that the bill passed both 
houses of the legislature without a 
dissenting vote and by a very con- 
siderable majority in the House. 

The arguments used with the leg- 
islators were the increased popula- 
tion of cities and villages near Chi- 
eago. The population has far out- 
distanced the assessed valuation. 
Libraries cannot keep up their pres- 
ent standard of service without 
larger staffs, larger book funds, and 
more stations and branches. Librar- 
ians from all parts of the state com- 
plained that the increased cost of 
books was limiting the number of 
books purchased each year. 

Following is the Governor’s veto 
attached to the bill returned to the 
office of the Secretary of State: 
TO THE HONORABLE 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 


I hereby file in your office Senate Bill 
Number 244 entitled “An Act to amend 
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Sections 1, 10 and 11 of ‘An Act to 
authorize cities, villages, incorporated 
towns and townships to establish and 
maintain free public libraries and read- 
ing rooms’, approved March 7, 1872, as 
amended.” 

I veto and withhold my approval of this 
bill. The General Assembly, by its ad- 
journment, having prevented the return 
of this bill to the House in which it 
originated within ten days (Sundays ex- 
cepted) after its presentation to me, the 
same is filed in your office with my ob- 
jections, which are as follows: 

This bill proposes, among other things, 
an increased tax levy for the purpose of 
maintaining libraries and reading rooms 
in incorporated cities, the increase being 
from 1.8 mills to 2.5 mills on the dollar. 
This increase, as will be seen, is almost 
fifty percentum (50%) over the present 
rate and no reason has been called to my 
attention why an increased levy of this 
magnitude should be granted. There are 
other features of this bill which would 
meet my approval, but the inclusion of 
this large increase in the tax rate makes 
it necesary, in my opinion, that the entire 
bill be vetoed. 

I therefore veto and withhold my ap- 
proval on said Senate Bill Number 244. 

Respectfully submitted, 
LEN SMALL (Signed) 
Governor of Illinois. 


The Governor received letters from 
the officers and members of the leg- 
islative committee and a number of 
telegrams from librarians and trus- 
tees, asking him to sign the bill. 

Had the bill become a law, in order 
to secure the increased rate, city 
councils would have had to pass an 
ordinance authorizing it for every 
city library, and a referendum vote 
would have been necessary in the 
ease of every village, town, or town- 
ship library. 

In the light of other increased ap- 
propriations approved by the Gover- 
nor, it can scarcely be considered an 
economy measure. The municipal 
garbage tax was advanced 50% and 
is now one mill on the full valuation 
of property, one-tenth of a mill more 
than the library rate. 
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A new tax of one-half mill on full 
valuation was passed and approved 
to form and operate mosquito abol- 
ishment districts. 

A 50% increase in tax rate for 
teachers’ pensions and mothers’ pen- 
sions was approved. 

A two percent additional tax was 
allowed school districts for educa- 
tional purposes—and a two percent 
additional tax for building purposes. 

In the act creating municipal 
bands a majority of votes cast in 
the election was changed to a ma- 
jority of votes on the proposition 
only. The rate for band tax is one 
mill on the full valuation. 

Near the close of the legislature 
bills were introduced and passed to 
change the valuation upon which 
taxes are computed from one-half to 
full value of all real and personal 
property. This was done to double 
Chieago’s bonding powers. 

At once bills were brought forth 
to decrease the tax rate for all the 
various purposes in proportion to the 
increase in the valuation. With 
these were two library bills—one to 
eut the present rate of 1.8 mills and 
one to cut the new rate pending of 
2.5 mills. This confusion of bills 
made it very easy for the Governor 
to sign the one cutting the present 
rate from 1.8 mills on one-half valu- 
ation to .9 mills on full valuation of 
property. However, he signed and ap- 
proved many other bills that were 
diametrically opposed to each other 
for which the true tax rate will have 
to be interpreted by compilers of the 
statutes or by the courts—examples 
are those relating to mosquito abol- 
ishment, municipal halls, municipal 
coliseums, community buildings, and 
fire protection districts. 

The most feasible construction to 
be put upon the veto of the library 
bill is that of polities. 


ART IN THE SMALL LIBRARY 


The fourth annual meeting of the 
Art Reference Round Table at the 
American Library Association Con- 
ference recently held in Toronto 


brings with it the realization that 
the use of art material in public li 
braries is now being definitely es 
tablished. And with the develop 
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ment of this phase of library work 
comes many problems as to the 
source for picture material and ds 
to the best way in which it may be 
collected, preserved and circulated. 


The problems of the large libraries 
with special art sections and depart- 
ments are, of course, widely differ- 
ent from those of the smaller li- 
braries. The Newark Public Library 
picture collection which was begun 
in 1902 now numbers more than one- 
half million. The Minneapolis Pub- 
lic Library has a department with 
over 175,000 pictures. These libraries 
serve a wide public and must equip 
themselves with facilities to meet the 
demands of their patrons. 


Just as necessary is the access to 
pictorial material in the small li- 
brary and just as varied are the art 
needs of a smaller community. , From 
school children comes the request 
for illustrations of subjects in geog- 
raphy, history, industry, nature or 
literature. From home economics 
classes there are calls for pictures 
on costume or interior decoration. 
Civies clubs and community groups 
are eager for material showing bet- 
ter town planning, the proper plac- 
ing of trees and shrubs, and the most 


esent®) attractive way in which to make gar- 
valu- dens flourish. Many organizations 
on off] devote their meetings to the study of 
d ap-) famous old masters or to our more 


modern artists. A number of elubs 


other are interested in the beautiful old 
have™) cathedrals and palaces of Europe. 
of the) Sometimes a local-talent play is pro- 
mplesi) duced and questions of the stage 


properties for a certain period arise. 


It is not only the occasional and 
exceptional need that pictures serve. 
In almost any field an illustration 
helps to make the topic more inter- 
esting and more clear. 

Our magazines furnish an excel- 
lent source of free material upon 
which to base a picture collection. 
Very often townspeople will be glad 


turn over to the library period- 
lie lk leals which have been accumulating 
ly es in their attics for years. Literary 


Digest covers, Harper’s and Inter- 
national Studio offer particularly 
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good material for this purpose. Such 
pictures clipped and placed in a file 
alphabetically by topic form the 
nucleus for a very useful picture col- 
lection. And along with these loose 
pictures may be loaned the books on 
painting, architecture, sculpture and 
gardening, which furnish both text 
and fine illustrations. 

It is of course impossible for the 
very small library to possess in its 
own collection pictures adequate for 
all requests. In this work the Li- 
brary Extension Division of Spring- 
field is glad to cooperate as closely 
as possible in providing picture ma- 
terial to any library in the state. 
The art department of this library 
includes over twelve thousand pic- 
tures of various size and kind. Fore- 
most in the collection are copies of 
the works of all schools of artists, 
photographs of old and new world 
buildings and examples of famous 
sculpture. The large mounted re- 
productions of the European and 
American artists are splendid for ex- 
hibits in the library or other public 
room. The smaller Seeman color 
prints reproduce very well the color 
and detail of the originals and fur- 
nish splendid opportunity for study 
and contrast of the different meth- 
ods of treatment of masters who 
have painted extensively, as did 
Velasquez. The photographic collec- 
tion in architecture furnishes good 
material for study in the different 
periods of building, giving examples 
of the chief details typical to each 
period. The domestic architecture 
ineludes public buildings, hospitals, 
colleges, homes, libraries and other 
buildings known for their distine- 
tive types. The library also is able 
to supply examples of the various 
kinds of etching, both in black and 
white and color etchings. Color 
prints and picture study leaflets are 
available for school use, as well as 
miscellaneous pictures pertaining to 
geography, history and literature. 
Any Illinois library wishing to bor- 
row art material will receive the 
prompt service of the library. Trans- 
portation costs are the only charges 
for such service. 
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The new plan of book buying now 
being tried out among the Iowa li- 
braries in cooperation with the 
Hertzberg Bindery of Des Moines is 
being welcomed by many libraries 
as a successful method in which to 
obtain good books at a lower cost. 


Under this new plan monthly lists 
are sent out by the bindery to be 
checked by the librarians, who then 
send their orders direct to the bind- 
ery. The titles on these lists are 
selected with the approval of the 
Iowa Library Commission, whose 
secretary, Miss Julia Robinson, acts 
as executive for the committee. In 
the preparation of the lists all li- 
braries are urged to send their sug- 
gestions of titles, particularly of 
older books in their collection which 
need replacement. 


Through this method of placing 
orders with the publishers the bind- 
ery is enabled to give a substantial 
discount on the books. The greater 
the number of libraries cooperating 
the larger will be the discount. When 
the list is sent it bears in one column 
the publisher’s price for the book 
and in a second column the bindery’s 
price to libraries, which represents 
the regular 20% discount with the re- 
sewing costs added. After the lists 
are checked and returned the extra 
discount is determined by the num- 
ber of orders received from the li- 
braries cooperating. The lists in- 
clude juvenile titles and adult fie- 
tion and non-fiction. 


At present there are some delays 
caused in the delivery of books be- 
cause of the necessity for the return 
of all checked lists before orders are 
placed with the publisher. As the 
cooperative buying becomes more 
certain the bindery will be able to 
earry a larger book stock, which will 
insure more prompt delivery. 

Libraries are urged to place with 
their cooperative orders, orders for 
other books not on the lists, and if 
a sufficient number of orders for the 
added titles are received these books 
will also be given a greater discount. 
The books may be obtained in pub- 
lisher’s binding if desired, though 
ordinarily the slight cost for buck- 
ram or resewing is advisable in add- 
ing to the durability of the book. 

Cooperative buying need not mean 
standardized buying. In coopera- 
tive buying the librarian is given an 
opportunity to select what is suitable 
for her own library. Standardiza- 
tion does not permit this choice, but 
requires the acceptance of the book 
sent, whether or not desirable for a 
particular library. 

At present the cooperative method 
is operated most successfully in the 
replacement of old titles, especially 
juvenile. As the plan progresses 
and becomes better established use- 
ful notes on the new fiction and non- 
fiction will be added. Although the 
new system has been followed only 
since December indications are that 
it will prove profitable for ali Iowa 
libraries. 


George Alan Works of Cornell 
University has been appointed dean 
of the Advanced Graduate Library 
School of the University of Chicago. 
For several years Professor Works 
has been active in survey work. He 
was director of the rural school sur- 
vey of New York State and of the 
educational survey of Texas. He has 
recently completed a study of li- 


ADVANCED GRADUATE LIBRARY SCHOOL 


brary problems in a group of select- 
ed colleges and universities, under 
the direction of Chancellor Capen of 
the University of Buffalo and an ad- 
visory committee of university li- 


brarians. The report will be pub- 
lished by the American Library 
Association. 


The establishment of the Ad- 
vanced Graduate Library School at 
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the University of Chicago marks an 
epoch in the history of education 
for librarianship. The school, made 
possible by a grant of $1,385,000 
from the Carnegie Corporation on 
the advice of the Board of Education 
for Librarianship of the American 
Library Association, probably will be 
opened in the fall of 1928. One year 
will be spent in organization and 
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preparation on the part of the facul- 
ty. The school will be conducted on 
the same plane as that of other grad- 
uate schools of the University, and 


makes possible advanced profes- 
sional study, and, in approximately 
thé same length of time, the same 
academic rewards that are available 
for advanced study in other subjects. 


A competitive scholarship, to be 
awarded on basis of merit to any 
person who meets the requirements 
for admission to the Graduate School 
at the University of Illinois as a 
candidate for the Master’s Degree in 
Library Science, has been voted by 
the University of Illinois Library 
School Association. 

The scholarship is named in honor 
of the late Katharine L. Sharp, the 
first Director of the Library School. 
It is open to graduates of any of the 
accredited library schools, and the 


UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS KATHERINE L. SHARP SCHOLARSHIP 


decision of the competition is to be 
made by the faculty of the Illinois 
Library School. The fund is in 
charge of the Alumni Trustees— 
John 8S. Cleavinger, Associate Pro- 
fessor, School of Library Service, 
Columbia University, New York 
City; Margaret Hutchins, Reference 
Department, University of Illinois, 
Urbana, Illinois; Harriet E. Howe, 
Executive Assistant of the Board of 
Education for Librarianship in the 
American Library Association. 


SALE COPIES OF THE READING WITH A PURPOSE PAMPHLETS 


The small libraries of the state 
may buy from the Library Exten- 
sion Division, Springfield, copies of 
the reading courses in The Reading 
With A Purpose series for fifteen 
cents each. These are the paper 
covered edition which sell at thirty- 
five cents when bought separately 
from the American Library Associa- 
tion. This is practically the same 
service rate received by large li- 
braries which buy in quantities. 
Courses for sale at the Library Ex- 
tension Division are as follows: 


Biology 

English literature 

Ten pivotal figures of history 
Some great American books 
Frontiers of knowledge 


Ears to hear: A guide for music 
lovers 


Sociology and social problems 
The physical sciences 


_ Conflicts in American public opin- 
ion 

Psychology and its use 
Philosophy 

Our children 

Religion in everyday life 

The life of Christ 

The appreciation of sculpture 
The Europe of our day 

The poetry of our own times 

The United States in recent times 
Pleasure from pictures 

American education 

Architecture 

The modern essay 

Americans from abroad 


The French Revolution as told in 
fiction 


The modern drama 
The stars 
The founders of the republic. 


lays 

be- 
urn 

are 

the 
10re 
2 to 

will 

vith 

for 

d if 
the 
unt. 
pub- 
yugh 

uck- 

add- 
a 
nean | 
yera- 
n an 
table 
diza- 
, but 
book 
for a 
thod 
1 the 
ially 
esses 

use- 

non- 
h the 

only 

that 

Iowa 
elect- 
ander 
en of 
in ad- 
ty 
brary 
901 at 


ILLINOIS LIBRARIES 


(July, 1927 


SPECIAL VACATION WORK WITH CHILDREN 


Many librarians are directing the 
younger readers to books which give 
system combined with variety and 
quality as well as pleasure, to their 
vacation reading. Selected lists, 
often graded, are the basis. From 
these as individuals or identified 
with a club, the boys and girls read 
carefully in order to make a report, 
and with zest for a promised reward. 


At the time school closed the Rock- 
ford Public Library issued to the 
pupils of each grade a list of books 
suitable to it. Naperville organized 
the children into a Vacation Reading 
club, which uses book lists on chil- 
dren’s reading recommended by the 
American Library Association. 


Park Ridge also has a club, whose 
members read ten from a list of 
twenty books for their grade. Each 
one keeps a record of his reading in 
a notebook especially prepared for 
the purpose, which the library sells 
for five cents. Those completing 
their reading and reports will receive 
a diploma signed by the librarian 
and president of the board. Instead 
of a general club with a list for each 
grade, Granite City has two clubs 
which read ten books from 150 se- 
lected titles. One club is for boys 
and girls 9-11 years old, and the 
other for those from 11-14. At the 
time of enrollment the members re- 
ceive a membership button. On com- 
pletion of the reading the librarian 
designates one book for a written 
report and makes an award to those 
submitting the best reports. Wheat- 
on’s club is limited to pupils from 
the fifth to the eighth grades. Ten 
books read entitles each member to 
a certificate and the one in each of 
the four grades having the best re- 
port will receive five dollars. 


Several libraries are using novel 
schemes to attract large numbers. 
Carthage, through the local néWws- 
paper, allured its juvenile patrons to 
become wanderers. Making use of 
Paine’s Map of Adventures, the li- 
brarian arranges a trip with a ticket 
which names ten books, taking the 
traveler to and from any destination 
he names. An account of his trip is 
made and must be signed by a parent 
or guardian, 

Jacksonville readers are decorat- 
ing a house, the size of a play house, 
with the covers from new books. As 
soon as a child has read and reported 
upon one of the new books, he may 
tack the cover onto the house. When 
more than one reads the same book 
the others may write on a white card 
something about the book. This 
eard, too, is tacked to the library 
book house. 

Decatur, after not having a con- 
test last year, formed a plan as de- 
void of the contest idea as possible 
and with emphasis on the right 
book. The books cover literature, bi- 
ography, travel, poetry and nature. 
The children’s librarian arranged 
many new books on shelves by grades 
for this purpose. There will be a 
get-together on August 30, at which 
a test of the reading will be made 
by identification of pictures repre- 
senting the books. 

During the summer the story hour 
has been given prominence. Harris- 
burg has one for the first time, with 
programs adapted to give something 
to children of all ages. LaGrange 
has secured Mrs. Coleman, recently 
of the Evansville, Indiana, publie li- 
brary, to tell the stories. Marion has 
Miss Edna Mae Windland to plan a 
definite program of stories and to 
consider dramatization work. 


PUBLICITY THROUGH BOOK LISTS 


As a form of library publicity, the 
listing of books in local papers has 
more possibilities of variation than 
may casually be thought. 


During the past two months special 
interests and special needs have been 
aroused and met by drawing the at- 
tention of the public to books on cer- 
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tain subjects. Frequently the lists 
are annotated. 

Springfield published a list for 
those of the Urban League and all 
other persons interested in the study 
of race relations. The arrangement 
was in three divisions—Problems of 
the Race, Literature and Art, and 
Fiction. 

Aurora made a classified selection 
of its resources on Business. Busi- 
ness Management, Automobiles Heat- 
ing and Ventilating, and Trades, 
were among the eleven headings 
used. The books were displayed in 
the Chamber of Commerce building. 


Paris took advantage of the popu- 
larity of Lindbergh to list books 
about heroes. The books were those 
of the Reading with a Purpose 
Course, Ten Pivotal Figures of His- 
tory. Another library using one of 
this series is Winnetka, which listed 
those of Psychology and added a 
second list of books on the same sub- 
ject, also available in the library. 
At another time Winnetka published 
its book resources on the Opera, in 
preparation for the Ravinia opera 
season. 
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Special weeks of the year offered 
good opportunities. Marion had a 
list on trees during Forestry Week. 
Taylorville had one on music during 
Musie Week. Marion, Maywood, 
Harrisburg, and Abingdon had long 
lists for Better Homes Week. In 
some cases the books were confined 
to building and grounds, while others 
included recreations and aesthetic 
interests. 


Special days were as popular as 
the weeks. Flag Day and Fourth of 
July were used for historical fact 
and fiction lists. 

The season of the year called forth 
lists of garden books by Mendota, 
titles for summer reading by Bloom- 
ington, travel books by Englewood, 
Jacksonville and Maywood. The lat- 
ter library limited each list to a 
special country, England, France, 
and Italy in succession, and made 
each appealing by prefacing it with 
a selected poem. 

Literary form of writing was em- 
phasized in Marion’s list of biogra- 
phies and Oak Park’s list of recent 
additions of essays. Annotations of 
the essays was an added news value. 


THIRTEEN POINTS FOR CHILDREN’S READING * 


By Anne Carroll Moore, Children’s Supervisor, New York Public Library. 


_1. Reading is an end in itself; 
its object is lifelong pleasure and 
profit. 


2. Love of reading is induced by 
natural exposure to books in early 
childhood ; it cannot be graded. 


3. Thorough mastery of the me- 
chanies of reading is essential. It is 
akin to the learning and practice of 
the rules of the game of sport and 
should be so represented to children. 


4. Reading should be more com- 
monly treated as a sport of continu- 
ous interest in all schools. 


5. Reading for credit or reward 
of any description is destructive to 
spontaneous joy and cheapens the 
whole idea of reading. 


6. Children’s tastes in books are 
more varied and variable than the 


tastes of grown-ups. Children’s 
tastes should be respected, but they 
should also be constantly enlarged 
and enriched by familiar association 
with books beyond the taste of the 
moment. 

7. The selection, replacement and 
duplication of books for the school 
library is a matter of prime import- 
ance, since it represents the practical 
equipment for making an active 
sport of reading. 

8. Choose books for positive 
values—the interests of their sub- 
ject, old or new, their originality, 
their pictures, clear topography, and 
attractive outward form. It is bet- 
ter to buy twelve good books you 
know that children will read than 
twenty-four lifeless editions to stand 
in rows on the shelves. 


*Reprint from New York Herald Tribune ‘BOOKS’, November 7, 1926. 
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9. Appreciation of good form in 
children’s books is an active fac- 
tor in getting books read. It may be 
developed by observation and much 
browsing among the books selected 
for children’s reading rooms in pub- 
lic libraries and in such bookshops 
as give special attention to the mat- 
ter. 

10. All graded lists are fallible. 
Both literature and children stoutly 
resist grave limitations. 

11. Reviews, lists and articles on 
children’s reading must meet the test 
of accredited knowledge and exper- 
ience in this special field. Signed 
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reviews of children’s books are there. 
fore essential to their value as ap. 
praisals. 


12. Reading aloud is an art. No 
one should attempt to read aloud to 
children of any age who has not 
mastered the mechanics of reading 
with intelligence and expression. 
The poor reading of many school 
children is but the reflection of the 
poor reading of their teachers and 
parents. 


13. Don’t read nonsense unless 
you see the sense of it and can ‘‘ put 
fun into your voice.”’ 


UNREQUIRED READING 


In Library Service, the bulletin of 
the Detroit Public Library, Elizabeth 
Knapp comments on the value of 
“‘unrequired reading for children.’’ 
She says in part: 

‘‘Another group of readers-in-the- 
making are those whose youth and 
the long spring and summer days 
with a vacation in prospect make a 
perfect combination for enjoying the 
books crowded out by the busy 
life of the winter. These happy days 
add to wisdom because books are a 
part of the ‘fun’, They supple- 
ment the games, they settle the 
disputes and they make possible 


some quiet moments. Time is 
long to children; its choicest 
gift to many of them will be the 
pleasure denied them in a world of 
faet, which they gain through books 
and which relates itself closely to 
deep realities. Uninterrupted leisure 
for thought and contemplation is not 
a twentieth century product, but the 
chance for some of it should be given 
to children and with that chance 
there should also be another equal 
opportunity to ‘be put in the way of 
the best literature and then left to 
choose for themselves what they like 
best.’ 


BOOKS ADDED TO THE INTERNATIONAL MIND ALCOVE 
June, 1927. 


BOOKS FOR ADULTS 


Farmers of Forty Centuries, F. H. 
King. 

Here is England, Marion Balders- 
ton. 


es of Today, A. Hyatt Ver- 
rill, 


Prince of Malaya, A., Sir Hugh 
Clifford. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


Friends of Ours, Elizabeth Olsom. 


George Washington Lincoln goes 
around the world, Margaret Loring 
Thomas. 

Lucita, Ruth Gaines. 


Midsummer, Katherine Adams. 


BUILDING ADVANCEMENTS 


Chester. Contracts for the new 
library at Chester have been let and 
construction is under way. 


Chicago Heights. Alterations in 
the library provide a separate chil- 
dren’s department on the ground 
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floor in quarters formerly occupied 
by the American Legion. All steel 
bookshelves have been installed and 
the room completely furnished. 


Collinsville. The library board 
has purchased the S. W. Renfro 
property at 408 West Main Street 
for $11,500. The library expects to 
move into its new home some time in 


August. 

Farmer City. The library cele- 
brated establishment in its new home 
July 9th, with a formal opening. At 
this time the deed to the new build- 
ing was presented to the mayor by 
Mrs. B. B. Bates. Mrs. Bates also 
outlined the origin and aim of the 
association. 

Hinsdale. The library is to have 
new quarters in the memorial build- 
ing, the construction of which has 
just begun. The new location will 
be one block from the center of the 
business district and will be in the 
same building with the village of- 
fices. The additional space and im- 
proved working facilities will relieve 
present crowded conditions. 


North Chicago. Revised plans for 
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the new building have been accepted 
by the board. W. Jones is the ar- 
chitect. The plans call for a one 
story with basement structure made 
of brick with terra cotta trimming. 
The main floor is to have three service 
rooms, one for adults, one for chil- 
dren, and one for high school pupils, 
and an office and stack space. An 
assembly room which will seat 300 
people will be in the basement. Anna 
May Price, of the Library Extension 
Division, attended a board meeting 
at which she offered suggestions for 
the plans of the interior. 

Winnetka, Voters at the special 
election on the proposition to au- 
thorize the library board to issue 
bonds to the amount of $75,000 to 
provide for the enlargement of the 
library building showed their almost 
unanimous approval of the measure. 
The public endorsement will enable 
the board to proceed with its con- 
struction program, which will in- 
clude more shelf space, adequate pro- 
vision to meet the research and study 
needs of school pupils, and a sepa- 
rate department for the younger 
children. 


GIFTS 


There is an increased expression of appreciation of libraries shown by 
injividuals and organizations who contribute to their better service by 
gifts of money, books, and pictures. The public libraries will welcome more 
than ever such evidences of good will on the part of local citizens since the 
library bill which would have permitted a slight increase in the tax rate, 
and which passed both houses of the legislature without a dissenting vote, 
was vetoed by Governor Small. Peoria has called the attention of its public 
to such an opportunity by means of a circular which outlines a suggested 
form of bequest for trust funds and endowments and lists the specific needs 
of the Peoria Public Library which such funds would aid. 


Argo. The Summit-Argo library 
acknowledged donations of $50 from 
the Woman’s Club, $25 from the 
Lodge of Masons, and $15 from the 
Order of Eastern Star. In April 
$160 was realized from a tag day. 

Galesburg. Knox College received 
nearly 500 mounted photographs, 
color prints, and reproductions of 
famous paintings sent by the Car- 
negie Corporation. The photographs 
illustrate various types of architec- 
ture—Greek, English, Byzantine, 


also types of sculpture of Greece, 
Egypt, and America. The reprodue- 
tions of paintings are of the Italian, 


French, and Flemish masters. The 
collection will be cared for in the 
new library and will be used by the 
students of the art department. 


Glen Ellyn. The ‘‘Friends’’ of 
the library this year gave $525, the 
largest contribution since the or- 
ganization was formed five years 
ago. 
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Lombard. Colonel William R. 
Plum, recently deceased, provided 
that his five acre estate ‘‘Lilicea’’ 
should become property of the town 
if it takes adequate steps to convert 
it into a public park within two 
years. The bequest directs that the 
house shall be used as a free public 
library. 

Moweaqua. William Day of Pon- 
tiac, Michigan presented the Mowea- 
qua Publie Library with $25. 

Park Ridge. The Park Ridge Im- 
provement Association gave $25 to 
the library for the purchase of books 
of poetry. They are to be attractive 
copies of the standard English poets 
and some of the newer American 
poets. 
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Salem. The $500 bequeathed by 
William Jennings Bryan to 
Bryan-Bennett Public Library hay 
been paid over to the library. 

Sterling. A bequest of $500 was 
left to the Carnegie Publie Library 
by W. T. Jennings. Mr. Jennings 
was a member of the library board 
at the time of his death. 

Vandalia. An endowment of $300 
was made by Genevieve Capps in 
memory of her mother, Mrs. Sarah 
G. Capps. 

Yorkville. Yorkville volunteer fire. 
men’s organization voted $50, the 
proceeds from its first annual ball, to 
the Library Committee to be de. 
posited in the building fund. 


Ione Amos’s resignation as librar- 
ian of the Sheldon Public Library 
will become effective September first. 
Her position will be filled by Serena 
Brown, who is now attending the 
eight weeks summer school at the 
University of Illinois. 

Recent appointments in the Hins- 
dale Public Library are Miss Mil- 
dred Boger and Miss Banghart. 
They succeed Miss Alice Warren and 
Miss Dorothy Rossow, who resigned. 


There are several changes in the 
staff of the Withers Public Library 
at Bloomington. Bethania Meradith 
has resigned to be married. Louise 
Kessler is attending the summer 
school at the University of Illinois. 
Helen Van Ness was granted a leave 
to take summer work in a school at 
Asheville, N. C. 


Virginia Breuchaud has been elect- 
ed librarian of the Greenville Pub- 
lic Library, her duties to begin Sep- 
tember first. 


Louisa Casey who has been libra- 
rian at the Greenville Free Public 
Library for the past five years has 
resigned to accept the position of 
first assistant at the loan desk in the 
Decatur Public Library. 

Elsie Collier from the staff of the 
Decatur Public Library is attending 
summer school at the University of 


PERSONALS 


Illinois and in the fall will enter the 
library school. 


Mrs. George W. Cook, for many 
years the librarian of the Des Plaines 
Public Library, has resigned her 
position. Neva Holmes, University 
of Wisconsin Library School, 1927, 
has been appointed to succeed Mrs.f 
Cook. 

Harriet C. Dolbee died July 8 
from the effects of an operation for 
appendicitis. Miss Dolbee was of 
ficially identified with the Jennie D. 
Hayner Library in Alton for 24 years 
and resigned as chief librarian one 
year ago. 


Ruth Dougherty has been appoint. 
ed to fill the position of cataloger in 
the Oak Park Publie Library. She 
succeeds Mrs. W. D. Parsons who 
resigned last fall. Miss Dougherty 
is a graduate of Grinnell College, 
Iowa, and received library training 
in the University of Wisconsin. 


Julia Finck, for several years as 
sistant librarian, has been appointed 
librarian of the Aurora Public Li 
brary to fill the vacancy left by the 
death of James Shaw. 

Edith Ford, librarian of the Filger 
Library at Minonk, has been granted 
a fourteen months leave of absence. 
She will spend most of the time in 
Sidon, Syria, with her uncle and 
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aunt, Dr. and Mrs. George A. Ford. 
Gertrude Tucker has been appointed 
to take Miss Ford’s place in the li- 
brary. 

Anne Tate Harding from Hender- 


we son, Kentucky, succeeds Helen S. 
rary Dickson as librarian of the Benton 
eal library. Miss Harding is a graduate 


of Western College, Oxford, Ohio, 
and had library training in the 
school conducted by the St. Louis 
Publie Library. 

Cora Hendee has assumed the 
duties of librarian of the Highland 


- Park Public Library. She is a grad- 
IL t uate of the College for Women at 
* Western Reserve University and had 


professional library training in the 
same University. Her library ex- 
perience began at the Carnegie li- 
brary, Pittsburg. For the last few 
years she has been in Iowa as librar- 
ian of the public library at Council 
Bluffs, and as head of the circulating 


department in the State University 
of Iowa. 
laines Theodore W. Koch, librarian of 
| her) the James Orrington Lunt Library 
ersity of Northwestern University, and 


Carl B. Roden, head of the Chicago 
Publie Library and president of the 
American Library Association, will 


ily 8% sail August 4 for Europe. They ex- 
m for) pect to visit the leading libraries 
as Of F) abroad, after which they will attend 
nie DE the fiftieth anniversary convention 


of the British Library Association in 
London in September. 

Theodore Wesley Koch, librarian 
of Northwestern University, has 
made a contribution to the literature 
of the book-lover in a volume of 
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summer course at the library school 
at the University of Illinois, will be- 
come assistant in the Arcola Public 
Library. 

Mary E. Lowry, who for many 
years has been reference librarian at 
the Rockford Public Library, will 
resign August 1. Her years of 
faithful, efficient service and helpful 
spirit have been a great asset to the 
library. 

Mrs. Abie McFadden has been ap- 
pointed librarian of the Spring Val- 
ley Public Library to succeed Mrs. 
Mary Reese who resigned July first. 

Clara Martin, head of the loan de- 
partment of the Decatur Publie Li- 
brary, is author of a play, ‘‘The li- 
brary and the Jeoneses’’. It was 
first given at Tulsa, Oklahoma in 
February, 1925, as a part of the pro- 
gram to celebrate the second birth- 
day of the West Tulsa Branch Li- 
brary, where Miss Baker was librar- 
ian. It was given in Decatur last 
November in the Durfo School. 

Genevieve Poole of the staff of the 
Normal University Library, has se- 
cured a leave of absence to spend 
several months traveling in Europe. 

Mrs. John A. Miller who served 
more than 32 years as a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Cairo 
Publie Library, died in May. 

Mrs. Bertha Putney has resigned 
as librarian of the Urbana Free Li- 
brary to accept a position in the 
George L. Pease Memorial Library 
in Ridgewood, New Jersey. She will 
have charge of the catalog and refer- 
ence work. 

Anne L. Whitmack, librarian of 
the Wilmette Library, spent her va- 
cation in England and France. En 
route to Montreal from where she 
sailed June 24, Miss Whitmack at- 
tended the conference of the Amer- 
ican Library Association in Toronto. 
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ceeds from which are to be used by 
the childrens’ department of the 
John Mosser Public Library. 

Alton. The childrens’ department 
of the Jennie D. Hayner Library has 
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on exhibit art work of the children 
in the public schools. Miss Lucy 
Jones, drawing supervisor of the Al- 
ton public schools, made the selec- 
tion from the best work of the year 
and is in charge of the exhibit. 

Arlington Heights. The collection 
of books belonging to the circulating 
libraries of the Woman’s Club has 
been turned over to the village pub- 
lic library, which was established 
last year. Miss Margaret Earle from 
the Library Extension Division as- 
sisted the librarian in making the 
proper records. 

Bushnell. Miss Mabel Miner, li- 
brarian at the public library has in- 
augurated a new service for the gen- 
eral public. Each week she arranges 
a placard listing the pictures to be 
shown at the local theatre for the 
week, with a short opinion as to the 
merits or demerits of each picture 
and giving the grade of the picture 
as suitable and entertaining for 
adults, for young people over fifteen 
and for children under fifteen. 

These opinions are obtained from 
Photoplay. 

Cairo. A recent loan to the col- 
lection of old pictures of early Cairo, 
which the library has been making 
for several years, is one, ‘‘High 
Water at Cairo, 1844’’. It is an il- 
lustration in a_ valuable book, 
‘‘Lloyd’s Steamboat Directory and 
Disasters on the Western Waters’’, 
published in 1856. It contains maps 
of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers, 
views and sketches of the earth- 
quake of 1812, and accounts of other 
events. The information in the 
chapter ‘‘Floods or Freshets on the 
Western Rivers’’ is especially of eur- 
rent interest for comparison with 
the floods this year. 


Canton. The Canton Woman’s 
Club has presented the Parlin Public 
Library with a piece of statuary by 
the sculptor Frederick C. Hibbard of 
Chicago, entitled ‘‘Tom Sawyer and 
Huckleberry Finn’’. The piece stands 
about 16 inches high and is of Amer- 
ican bronze. 

Mr. Hibbard was chosen to design 
the statue ‘‘Tom Sawyer and Huck- 
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leberry Finn’’ that stands on the 
Ocean to Ocean Highway near Mark 
Twain’s home near Hannibal, Mo, 
and it was the figures placed in the 
library that he made first for 4 
model for the highway piece and 
which he rejected in order to make 
a slightly different arrangement for 
statuary to be viewed at a distance. 

The figures of ‘‘Huckleberry’’ and 
Tom show the reckless abandonment 
of boyhood grace. In the foreground 
is one boy with his sword and fol. 
lowing closely is the other with his 
gun. 
In making the selection of the 
piece the members of the Women’ 
Club considered the children that 
come to the library. They felt that, 
in as much as the library is rich in 
pictures and books, a piece of stat. 
uary, which would appeal to the 
children would be appropriate. Af. 
ter considering many pieces they 
were unanimous in their choice of 
this one, which has been pronounced 
truly American in that the subject 
was taken from an American book, 
written by an American author and 
of two typical American boys. 


Charleston. City officials were in-§ 


strumental in having placed one of 
the city telephones in the public 
library, which will save the library 
the regular service charge. 


Evanston. The public library again 
is using a book auto to give service 
to the districts whose school branch 
libraries are closed during the sum- 
mer vacation. 


Herrin. The library has extended 
the open hours from two evenings 
each week to every night except Sun- 
day. 

Hillsboro. Plans have been made 
to have new stacks for books in 
stalled. 


Libertyville. The Libertyville Wo 
man’s Club has presented a glass 
case in which to preserve the historic 
banner in the Cook Memorial Li- 
brary. The banner was a trophy 
from the Chicago Republican Club 
of 1860 to that of Libertyville for 
the latter’s sending the largest dele 
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gation to the political rally in Chi- 
eago October 2, 1860. 


Moline. Patrons who wish quick 
service on books have only to call 
the library by telephone, name the 
book they want and receive it by 
the next post. Charges for postage, 
which average only a few cents on 
each book, will be listed on the own- 
er’s card and can be paid when the 
book is returned, in the same way 
that fees and fines are now assessed. 
In the majority of instances postage 
would be considerably less than car 
fare two ways. 

In addition to ordering books by 
telephone they can be renewed in a 
similar manner. Any one wishing to 
have the date of return for a volume 
extended has only to call the library 
and report the date on which it ex- 
pires. This is expected to save both 
time and fines. 


Peoria. During June the Peoria 
Public Library in cooperation with 
the Illinois Academy of Fine Arts 
conducted its second major art ex- 
hibit. It opened with about 150 pic- 
tures hung in the art room, in the 
musi¢ room, and in various places 
about the library where the public 
could view them each week day from 
9 o’clock in the morning to 9 o’clock 
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at night, and on Sunday from 2 to 6 
in the afternoon. Later 60 water 
color paintings and several new en- 
gravings were added. Of especial 
interest to Peoria was a painting 
“Girl in White’? by Max Kahn, a 
local artist. 


Princeville. The new public li- 
brary was opened on July 20th with 
approximately 800 volumes. The li- 
brary is housed in a new one-room 
brick building in the business dis- 
trict, and its furniture and new wall 
shelving were all donated. Although 
the library will have no support 
from taxes until next spring, the 
board received $300 in gifts and 
cleared $326 from a three day home 
talent chautauqua. The open hours 
will be four afternoons and three 
evenings each week. 


Riverside. The village budget as 
passed July 14th estimates that the 
library tax rate of 1.8 mills voted 


last April will net an annual income 
of $6,750.00. 


West Frankfort. The city council 
has passed an ordinance establishing 
a public library with the promise to 
appropriate 1.8 mills for its main- 
tenance. The Elks have agreed to 
provide a room for the library in 
the new lodge building. 
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